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likely to be made without more thorough acquaintance with analysis 
of the social process than this book indicates. Meanwhile the 
volume seems to be the work of a man who has not stopped learning, 
and who is likely to use the clues in the present argument to good 
purpose in further study of social problems. He is well entitled to 
a hearing. Indeed, it would be a mistake for anyone capable of inde- 
pendent thought about ethics to accept this notice in place of reading 
the book itself. The absence of an index is unfortunate. 

A. W. S. 



Les principes sociologiques du droit civil. Par Raoul de la 
Grasserie, Juge au tribunal de Nantes, Laureat de 1' Insti- 
tut de France. Paris : Giard et Briere, 1906. Pp. 432. 
Fr. 10. 
This is said to be the first important attempt to construct a 
sociology of the civil law, and it may be doubted whether the effort 
has been successful. The essayist in the present case has been 
a prolific contributor to the literature of civil sociology, one of his 
most notable contributions being Les principes sociologiques de la 
criminologie, published in 1901 — an attempt to do for the criminal 
law what the present work aims to do for the civil law. To this 
science of civil sociology the author applies the term civilologie, 
corresponding to the term "criminology" in the sphere of the 
criminal law. The work is divided into two principal parts: pure 
sociology considered, first, from the point of view of the dynamics 
of the state, and, second, from the point of view of the state as a 
static body. A third and briefer part deals with the principal 
facts of applied civil sociology. Under the head of dynamic civil 
sociology M. Grasserie describes the evolution of civil- juridical 
sociology among different peoples, so far as there is a regular and 
uniform order discoverable. In the part which is devoted to the 
statics of civil sociology he treats of the nature and divisions of 
the science and its place among the other sciences ; of the elements 
and pathology of a civil contract or obligation; of filiation, pater- 
nalism, and tutelage; of testaments, successions, and property; 
of the sociology of legal sanctions, civil procedure, and international 
private law. Applied civil sociology, he says, is nothing more 
than the science and the art of civil legislation (p. 414). 

J. W. Garner 



